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SPEAKER:
NAVA acknowledges the Gadigal and Wangal peoples as the traditional custodians of the land on which this was filmed, and pays respects to First Nations communities, ancestors and Elders.
VIRGINIA KEFT:
I'm Virginia Keft, I'm a Muruwari woman. My family are from far north west New South Wales, up near Brewarrina, Yamba country. I'm a visual artist. I work in a range of different mediums. I enjoy working with natural materials like fibre and timber lots with eucalyptus leaves. Materials of country is what interests me. And then I work with those in a way that really resonates with this idea of place being a containment or a kind of holder of culture and knowledge.
SPEAKER:
What is an experience that has shaped your practice?
VIRGINIA KEFT:
I really think that Covid gave me some time to step away from my other commitments. And I've heard many artists say that was a time of kind of renewed creativity because we didn't have that constant need to be leaving the house all of the time. And it was during that time I really noticed the flying foxes that were always around in Dharawal country. So we have this enormous colony of flying foxes that live right near where my house is. And in the evenings, just watching them lift from the trees and fly around in the beautiful dusk, pink sunlight had a really strong impact on me. And I spent some time kind of working with the flying fox.
SPEAKER:
What is something that's really challenging for you right now as an artist?
VIRGINIA KEFT:
I think navigating the world of public art is probably the biggest challenge at the moment. It's an area I'm excited about. There's so much to know and learn about it, particularly in relation to the kinds of contracts and working with the clients and upscaling things, all of those areas that I'm kind of just starting to understand a little bit more now. Understanding that realm has been difficult. Yeah.
SPEAKER:
What is something you wish you knew when you were an emerging artist?
VIRGINIA KEFT:
The idea that our art practice doesn't have an audience with everyone, and that it's okay to have audiences that respond to our art and our practice and the way that we think and the things that we do and what we're saying, and that there's a whole lot of other people who aren't even in the room, they're not part of that conversation and that's fine. Because the people that we do have an audience with, they're the ones that are hearing the story. I've always kind of wanted to create stories that mean something to me. And I think what I've learned over the last even three or four years is that, the audience make themselves known, and they're the people that I'm speaking to. And that feels good.
SPEAKER:
How has NAVA's Code of Practice been useful to your work as an artist?
VIRGINIA KEFT:
I draw on the work that NAVA does quite a lot. It's particularly useful for me because I tend to work in quite a few different places. As a practising artist, there's lots of useful ways that I can understand intellectual property and how that kind of works. But I'm also quite a lot of socially engaged workshops and community kind of work that has its own set of needs in terms of contracts and understanding that - fee schedules, and I've done some curatorial work, so I do quite a few different types of things. And it's hard to be an expert in all of them. So in some ways, Nava kind of helps navigate the differences with all of those different places, that being a person in the creative industries requires us to be.
SPEAKER:
What brings you joy in your work?
VIRGINIA KEFT:
I really enjoy this feeling of seeing the beauty in materials from country and handling them with care, and finding ways to bring them a whole new way of being seen. That gives me a lot of joy to kind of get to a point where I've used these materials and found ways to bring them into a new way of being loved. A lot of the timber that I use was destined for the chipper. So I go on nick it from the side of the road before somebody puts it in the green bin or whatever. And that gives me joy.

