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Ben Eltham is a Melbourne-based researcher and writer. He is a research fellow  at Deakin University’s Centre 
for Memory, Imagination and Invention, where his research interests include cultural policy, cultural economics, 
public policy, cultural studies, media studies and the sociology of culture. 

In addition to his academic research, particularly in the Australian cultural industries, Ben is also a widely-
published writer and journalist. He is New Matilda’s National Affairs Correspondent and artsHub’s Industry 
Columnist. He also writes regularly about Australian politics, culture and the arts for a range of publications 
and media outlets including The Guardian, the ABC, Crikey, Meanjin Quarterly, ABR, Kill Your Darlings and 
others. Ben is a regular commentator on radio and television about politics and culture and has appeared on 
the Ten Network’s Meet The Press and the ABC’s The Drum, as well as numerous radio interviews. With Amber 
Jamieson, Ben co-hosts an Australian current affairs podcast called The Thought Bubble. 

Ben is a Fellow of Sydney-based public policy think-tank, the Centre for Policy Development. He is currently 
completing his doctorate in Australian cultural policy at the University of Western Sydney’s Institute for Culture 
and Society.


